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Hello again! Quarter 2 is 
here at last! Students are 
in the swing of things and 
chugging right along in 
learning all about our 
content! 
 
We began the year 
learning about the Nature 
of Science and culminated 
that unit with our Science 
Fair Projects. Each 
teachers had their classes 
answer one question in 
the best way they could 
think of.  
 

Quarter 2 is here! 

 

What are we studying this quarter? 

 

Current Grade 

 

___________ 

 

Make sure to 

keep doing 

homework and 

turning in 

assignments!  

 

This quarter we begin by 

learning about the 

physical properties of 

matter. These are 

properties that do not 

change, regardless of how 

much of a substance you 

have. For example water 

will always freeze at 0 

degrees Celsius, whether 

you have a cup of it or 

20,000 gallons!  

From there we will explore 

the different types of 

changes a substance can 

go through. A physical 

change, where the object 

keeps its properties, or a 

chemical change, where 

the properties of the 

object change. This 

teacher, to see which 
rockets traveled farthest!  
 
We also studied the atom 
and the periodic table. Ask 
your student to tell you 
about the parts of an atom 
and their relative sizes 
and charges! 

 

The newsletter and any 
pieces of work sent 
with it will need to be 
signed by someone at 
home and returned by 
the date above.   
 

month’s “science at 

home” lab, cleaning 

pennies, explores 

those changes.  

We end the quarter 

beginning our 

discussion of 

energy. We talk 

about the Law of 

Conservation of 

Energy, which says 

that energy is never 

destroyed or 

created, it just 

changes forms. This 

is the same law of 

conservation of 

energy discussed in 

7th grade when 

learning about the 

flow of energy and 

matter in the Carbon Cycle.  

The first type of energy we will 

discuss is thermal, or heat, energy. 

We will learn that thermal energy 

always flows from hot to “not as hot”, 

or cool. Even “cold” objects have 

thermal energy, but not as much as 

warm objects. Thermal energy travels 

through conduction (touch), 

convection (flow), and radiation 

(sunlight/ heat sources).  

Mrs. Allen’s students 
became culinary 
masterminds creating a 
solar oven that would 
make the best tasting 
s’more. Mr. Jensen’s 
students channeled their 
aviation skills and worked 
towards creating the best 
paper airplane, changing 
types of paper, the fold 
pattern, and many other 
creative ways. Ms. 
Pennisi’s students had a 
great time making paper 
straw rockets and battling 
each other, and the 

Name: 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
    Meet the Teachers 

 
 
Mrs Allen 
@eaallen4 

 
 
 
Mr. Jensen 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Pennisi 
@Pen4STEM 
Check twitter for 
notes and HW! 
 
 
Mrs. Wyss 
@amitywyss 

Send us pictures of your 

family doing our 

Science at Home 

Experiment via Twitter!  

Follow us @ROARMMS   

 

Cleaning Pennies – is it a 

chemical or physical 

change? 

 

Use pennies, nails, and a 

few simple household 

ingredients to explore 

chemical and physical 

changes.  

Materials: 

-20-20 dull pennies 

-1/4 cup vinegar 

-1 shallow clear glass or 

plastic bowl (not metal) 

-water 

-measuring spoons 

-paper towels 

 

Science at home 

 

STEM week was 

celebrated throughout the 

district from September 28 

through October 3.  

Here at Manatee Middle 

School our students and 

staff participated in 

activities throughout the 

week. Each day during 

CANE time a STEM video 

and discussion questions 

were displayed on our 

news. On Wednesday our 

students were tasked to 

#SaveFred. Fred, a 

#STEMCollier – STEM Week at Manatee Middle 

 

More Information about This Quarter’s Content 

  
 

To learn more about our 

content for the quarter use 

a QR code reader, or type 

in the website below the 

QR code, and view the 

videos.  

 

Find videos about 

Physical and Chemical 

Properties and Changes 

here: 

 
http://padlet.com/manatee

science/physchem 

Steps: 

1: Pour the salt and 

vinegar into the bowl.  

2: Stir until the salt 

dissolves.  

3: Dip a penny halfway 

into the liquid and hold it 

ether for 10-20 seconds. 

Remove the penny from 

the liquid. What do you 

see? 

4: Put the rest of the 

pennies into the iquid. The 

cleaning action will be 

visible for several 

seconds. Leave the 

pennies in the liquid for 5 

minutes.  

5: Take half the pennies 

out of the liquid and put 

them on a paper towel to 

dry.  

6: Remove the rest of the 

pennies, rinse them with 

water, and put them on a 

different paper towel. 

Label this paper towel 

“Rinsed pennies” 

4: After an hour, compare 

your pennies.  

 

Did you perform a 

physical or chemical 

change to your pennies? 

What is your evidence? 

Find videos about Thermal 

Energy and the Law of 

Conservation of Energy 

here: 

 
http://padlet.com/manateesc

ience/thermalenergy 

gummy worm, was 

trapped on top of his 

capsized boat, a cup. He 

needed his life vest, a life 

saver, from below the 

boat. Using only paper 

clips, and without injuring 

Fred, students had to put 

the life vest on him. We 

had many successes!  

On Saturday we had three 

staff members present at 

the CCPS iSTEM 

conference. Additional 

staff members attend.  

This annual event is open 

to the community and 

geared towards families. 

We would love to see you 

at next year’s event! 

 

 

 


